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WHAT IS PIMRIS? 

PIMRIS is an idea whose time 
has come. The planning for a 
Pacific Islands Marine Resources 
Information System goes back 
several yea~s, through numerous 
reports and meetings and 
proposals. Many people all 
around the Pacific have helped to 
make the PIMRIS idea become a 
reality. And now, thanks to the 
financial support of the 
International Centre for Ocean 
Development, PIMRIS is a reality. 

Part of that reality is the 
PIMRIS Coordination unit, located 
in the university of the South 
Pacific Library. This will be 
the hub of an information network 
that will reach out to all the 
countries and territories of the 
tropical Pacific. 

Another important part of 
PIMRIS is the contribution. of the 
regional organisations that are 
involved in marine resources. 
The founding partners are 
CCOP/SOPAC, the Forum Fisheries 
Agency, the South Pacific 
Commission and the University. 
As PIMRIS develops, the role of 
national institutions should grow 
as well. 

The idea of PIMRIS is to use 
modern technology to share 
information about the resources 
of the ocean. If the information 
may be useful to others, we would 
like to know what it is and where 
it is. 

We will be asking yod to help 
us, and we will provide you with 
some of the tools to do the job. 

In this sense your office, 
your department is part of PIMRIS 
too. Because the real idea of 
PIMRIS is communication. This 
newsletter is a beginning. 
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You can do your part in this 
communication process by 
completing and returning the 
questionnaire on the back page 
of this newsletter. If you 
have any immediate information 
needs, please describe them at 
the end of the questionnaire. 
We'll do our best to deliver 
the information you require. 
Some examples of the ways we 
can help are listed below. 

Welcome to PIMRIS! 

PIMRIS SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE 

The PIMRIS Coordination Unit 
is prepared to provide the 
following services on request: 

Current awareness, i.e. 
contents pages of 
selected journals in 
fisheries and other 
ocean-related sUbjects. 
Question/answer service 
on specific marine 
topics. 
Literature searches on 
the Aquatic Sciences & 
Fisheries Abstracts and 
other databases. 
Document delivery, i.e. 
photocopies of requested 
journal articles and 
short-term loans of 
requested books. 
Help in organising your 
library/office 
collection of pUblished 
and unpUblished 
materials. 
Training in library 
skills for you and/or 
your staff. 
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PIHRIS STEERING COMMITTEE HOLDS 
FIRST MEETING 

The PIMRIS steering Committee 
has approved detailed plans for 
the establishment of a regional 
bibliographic database for 
fisheries and marine resources. 
The steering Committee held its 
first meeting on March 6-8 at the 
University of the South Pacific 
in Suva, Fiji. 

Members in attendance included 
Heather Creech (CCOP/SOPAC), Peni 
Kunatuba (FFA) , Garry Preston and 
Peter Walton (SPC) , Ross Thrasher 
and Esther Williams (USP). An 
observer at the meeting was Phil 
Saunders of the Canadian 
Cooperation Office in Suva, 
representing the International 
Centre for Ocean Development 
(ICOD) which funded PIMRIS. 

A PIMRIS Coordination Unit has 
already been established at the 
USP Library with- a staff of 
three. 

The plan for the bibliographic 
database is designed as follows. 
The regional organisations active 
in marine resources development 
will input cataloguing data to 
the PIMRIS Coordination Unit. The 
PIMRIS database will be 
maintained on the USP Library 
computer, and the Coordination 
unit will provide information 
services using this database and 
other resources. 

In the second phase of the 
project, national focal points 
will also be active partners in 
contributing to the PIMRIS 
database. 

The PIMRIS Steering Committee 
approved a workplan for 1989, 
which includes: 
- the development of micro
computer software for PIMRIS data 
input and retrieval. UNESCO's 
micro-CDS/ISIS system was 
selected for this purpose; 
- the publication of a quarterly 
newsletter (you are reading the 
first issue); 
- the delivery of marine 
information products and 
services to the countries and 
territories of the tropical 
Pacific; and 

- •the training of staff at the 
PIMRIS regional input centres. 

DEFINITION OF PIMRIS DATABASE 

The PIMRIS bibliographic 
database is intended to 
include: 

a) all materials relating to 
living and non-living 
marine resources in the 
tropical Pacific. 

b) law, policy, economics and 
social sciences as well as 
scientific and technical 
publications. 

c) all formats, i.e. published 
monographs, journal 
articles, government 
reports, unpublished 
documents, nonprint media. 
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PIMRIS COORDINATION UNIT STAFF 

Ross Thrasher, PIMRIS 
Coordinato:c. Ross has been 
working at USP Library since 
1987. He is a Canadian with a 
Masters degree in Library 
Science from the University of 
British Columbia. Before 
coming to Fiji, Ross was Chief 
Cataloguer for two years at the 
University of Technology 
Library in Lae, Papua New 
Guinea. 

Ganeshan Rao, PIMRIS Trainee. 
Ganeshan graduated from USP in 
1981 with a Bachelor of Science 
and Certificate in Education. 
He was a teacher at Labasa 
College for several years, but 
most recently was employed at 
the USP Institute of Marine 
Resources as Information 
Officer. 

Sabita Gandhi, PIMRIS Senior 
Clerk/Typist. Sabita has 
worked at the USP Library since 
1978. 
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REPORTS FROM REGIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS 

CCOP/SOPAC 

Heather Creech, a Canadian 
librarian with experience in the 
South Pacific, was appointed at 
the beginning of February to set 
up the library at CCOP/SOPAC 
Technical Secretariat in Suva. A 
graduate trainee counterpart will 
be appointed shortly. 

CCOP/SOPAC intends to build 
its own bibliographic database on 
nonliving marine resources, and 
to share this with PIMRIS. 

Forum Fisheries Agency 

The enhancement of fisheries 
information handling capabilities 
at FFA has been made possible 
through a grant from ICOD. Two 
Pacific Islanders are to be 
trained to organise and manage 
the Agency's library in Honiara, 
and to coordinate FFA's role as a 
link in the PIMRIS network. 

The position of Information 
Officer within this project was 
advertised, but did not attract 
any qualified local candidates. 
A CUSO volunteer from Canada is 
therefore expected to fill the 
post in the first instance. When 
the CUSO volunteer arrives (about 
July 1989) a local counterpart 
will be identified and hired. In 
addition, one Agency staff member 
will be assigned to assist in 
organising the library. 

In the meantime, a compact 
disc version of the Aquatic 
Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts 
has been obtained and installed. 

south Pacific Commission 

A specialised reference 
library has been in place for 
some time at SPC headquarters in 
Noumea. Recently the French 
government has provided funding 
for the cataloguing into a 
computer database of nearly 3000 
marine resource-related documents 
held at SPC. These will form 
part of the PIMRIS database, and 
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printouts or diskette copies 
can also be distributed to 
interested users in the region. 

SPC is trying to establish 
Special Interest Groups of 
fisheries workers, in order to 
encourage the sharing of ideas 
and information in the region. 
A copy of the SPC questionnaire 
on the establishment of these 
Special Interest Groups is 
enclosed for those who missed 
it last year. 

In April, Jean-Paul 
Gaudechoux started work as the 
SPC Fisheries Information 
Officer. Jean-Paul, a French 
national, has been working most 
recently as a Marine Biologist 
in Mauritania. He will 
coordinate the Special Interest 
Groups, liaise with PIMRIS, be 
responsible for the compilation 
of information packages on 
technical topics, and he will 
contribute to the pUblishing 
and library activities of the 
Commission. 

university of the South Pacific 

The University Library has 
begun a project to convert its 
card catalogue into a computer 
database. The first phase is 
the conversion of the 21,000 
books in the Pacific 
Collection, which includes many 
titles in fisheries, marine 
biology and oceanography. 
These will become part of the 
PIMRIS database and will be 
maintained on the library's 
computer system. 

The PIMRIS Coordination Unit 
is customising the micro
computer version of CDS-ISIS 
for use as a bibliographic 
input and retrieval system. 
PIMRIS will provide 
participating agencies with a 
copy of the system which can be 
loaded on any IBM-compatible PC 
with hard disk capacity. Thus 
equipped, the agencies will be 
able to create their own online 
bibliographic databases, and 
can contribute cataloguing 
input to PIMRIS. 



PIMRIS is a joint project of CCOP/SOPAC, FFA, SPC , USP. 

Return to : 
PIMRIS 
USP Library 
PO Box 1168 
Suva, Fiji 

PIMRIS QUESTIONNAIRE (please photocopy as required) 

1.	 Is the mailing label on this newsletter correct? 

YES NO 

2.	 If not, please indicate correct information below. 

Name & Position: 

Organisation: 

Mailing Address: 

3.	 Please list below: other marine resources personnel or 
departments in your country/organisation to whom this 
newsletter should be sent regularly. 

Name	 & Position: 

Organisation: 

Mailing Address: 

Name & position: 
#
 

Organisation:
 

Mailing Address:
 

4. Do you have any immediate information needs? Please give 
details' below. (PIMRIS services are listed on page 1.) 
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